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 da i l y  b read.  We cou ld
sur render  our  anger  and
our  hur ts ,  because we
know tha t  we have been
forg iven when we d id  no t
deserve  i t .  We cou ld
sur render  our
se l f i shness ,  because we
know tha t  Jesus  w i l l
supp ly  our  every  need.
Th is  cer ta in ly  does  no t
guarantee  tha t  the  fu tu re
wi l l  be  smooth  sa i l ing .  I t
does  mean tha t  our
Sav io r  w i l l  gu ide  us  and
lead us  th rough even our
darkes t  va l leys .  
 Th is  does  no t  mean tha t
the  year  ahead won ’ t  be
r i fe  w i th  cha l lenges  to
face ,  obs tac les  to
overcome,  and tasks  to
be accompl ished.  Yet  we
can f ind  joy  in  knowing
tha t  we do  no t  face  th is
journey  a lone.  Th is  i s
indeed what  i t  means to
take  the  sp i r i t  o f
Chr is tmas w i th  you the
who le  year  th rough.
F ina l l y ,  le t  us  commi t
ourse lves  in  the  year
ahead to  the  work  o f
Chr is tmas.  Hear  these
words  f rom Howard
Thurman,  Chr is t ian
myst ic ,  wr i te r ,  and
mentor  o f  Rev .  Mar t in
Luther  K ing  J r :  “When the
song o f  the  ange ls  i s
s t i l l ed ,  When the  s ta r  in
the  sky  is  gone,  When
the k ings  and pr inces  are
home,  When the  
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 Happy New Year !  Every
new year  means tha t  we
are  wa lk ing  in to  the
unknown.  I t ’ s  a  t ime
where  we can le t  go  o f
pas t  hur ts  and
d isappo in tments ,  and
t rus t  in  the  goodness  o f
God fo r  our  fu tu re .  So
many o f  us  make new
year ’s  reso lu t ions ,
commi t t ing  to  exerc ise ,
read ing  more ,  o r
deepen ing  our  da i l y  wa lk
wi th  Jesus .  Most  o f  us
know tha t  many o f  these
reso lu t ions  are
abandoned or  a l te red
s ign i f i can t ly  by  the  end
of  February .
 In  the  year  ahead,  I  am
not  ask ing  you to  take  on
any spec i f i c  reso lu t ion .
I ’m no t  go ing  to  ask  you
to  pray  more ,  exerc ise
more ,  g ive  more ,  o r  come
to  church  more  regu la r ly .
Ins tead,  I  w i l l  s imp ly
remind you o f  a
reso lu t ion  tha t  Jesus
makes to  us .  Jesus  te l l s
us  in  the  Gospe l  o f
Mat thew,  “sure ly  I  am
wi th  you a lways ,  to  the
very  end o f  the  age. ”  The
reso lu t ion  tha t  Jesus
makes to  us  is
t rus twor thy  and t rue .  No
mat te r  what  2024  migh t
ho ld ,  Emmanue l ,  God
wi th  us ,  w i l l  be  w i th  us
the  who le  year  th rough.   
Even when we s t rugg le  to
be fa i th fu l  to  our  

commi tments  and our
promises ,  Chr is t  i s
a lways  fa i th fu l  to  us .  My
own cha l lenge to  you in
2024 is  to  t rus t  in  the
fa i th fu lness  o f  Jesus
Chr is t .  No mat te r  what
ups  and downs we might
face ,  we can t rus t  tha t
Jesus  wa lks  a longs ide
us .  As  Chr is t ians ,  our
who le  l i ves  are  l i ved  in
response to  tha t  p romise .
The promise  tha t  God
took  on  human f lesh  and
dwel t  among us  and tha t
God w i l l  no t  fo rsake or
abandon us .   
 We do no t  need to  res t
our  hope in  our  own la id
p lans ,  p romises ,  o r
reso lu t ions .  Rather ,  le t
us  p lace  our  hope in  what
Chr is t  has  a l ready  done
for  us .  Le t  us  commi t
ourse lves  to  l i v ing  our
who le  l i ves  in  response
to  the  t ru th  tha t  God has
not  abandoned th is
wor ld ,  bu t  has  come to
dwel l  w i th  us  in  the
person o f  Jesus  Chr is t .
Imag ine  how d i f fe ren t ly
we wou ld  l i ve  i f  we took  a
moment  each day  to
remember  th is  s imp le
t ru th .  We cou ld  sur render
our  fear ,  because we
know tha t  the  one who
conquered s in  and death
i tse l f  l i ves  among us .  We
cou ld  sur render  our
wor r ies ,  because we can
t rus t  H im fo r  our  da i l y  

shepherds  are  back  w i th
the i r  f lock ,  The work  o f
Chr is tmas beg ins :  To  f ind
the  los t ,  To  hea l  the
broken,  To  feed the
hungry ,  To  re lease the
pr isoner ,  To  rebu i ld  the
nat ions ,  To  br ing  peace
among o thers ,  To  make
mus ic  in  the  hear t . ”
Amen.  
  I f  you  are  s t rugg l ing  in
th is  season,  o r  i f  you ’ re
hav ing  t roub le  t rus t ing  in
Jesus ’  p romise ,  p lease
know tha t  I  am a lways
ava i lab le  to  p ray  and to
l i s ten .  You can reach me
any t ime a t  (304)646-
9597.
Grace and Peace,
+Fr .  Chr is  
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 LAST MONTH’S EVENTS

Bi l l  Sav ie rs  g iv ing  donat ion  to  the  VA
hosp i ta l .

Church  members  p repare  fo r  the
Chr i s tmas  Parade .  L-R  Ly le  B lake ,  Chuck

Cr i t ch f i e ld  (h id ing  in  the  back ) ,  Na te
Cr i t ch f i e ld ,  Mar i l yn  B lake ,  B i l l  Sav ie r s

Spec ia l  mus ica l  gues t ,  Suzanne
Mazer  S tewar t .

B i l l  Sav ie rs  rece iv ing  recogn i t ion  p laque  f rom
the  Ves t ry .  
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 LAST MONTH’S EVENTS (CONT.)
Col lage  o f  Rev .  Chr i s  Scot t ’ s  Ord inat ion
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 UPCOMING EVENTS

JANUARY 1

New Years  
Day -  

Of f i ce  C losed

January 22

Gi r l  Scouts  -  6 :00  PM 
at  S t .  Barnabas  Chapel

January 8

Vest ry  Meet ing  -  6 :00  PM 
at  Chr i s t  Church

Gi r l  Scouts  -  6 :00  PM 
at  S t .  Barnabas  Chapel

January 15

Mart in  Luther
K ing  Day-  

Of f i ce  C losed

Rev .  Chr i s  Scot t  pos ing  in  f ront  o f  the
beaut i fu l  Chr i s tmas  decora t ions  put
together  by  members  o f  the  church .

Nancy  Cot ten  and  Deborah
Bergs t rom en joy ing  the i r  t ime  a t
the  “Caro l ing  and  Cook ies ”  event .

Rev .  Chr i s  Scot t  REALLY l i kes  cook ies .

K ipp  Mar t in  and  Becky  Dur re t t  hav ing
qual i ty  t ime  together  a t  the  “Caro l ing

and  Cook ies ”  event .

 LAST MONTH’S EVENTS (CONT.)
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JANUARY 7TH 
GENESIS  1 :1-5
ACTS  19 :1-7
MARK 1 :4-11
PSALM 29

Father  in  heaven ,  who a t  the  bapt i sm of  Jesus  in  the
River  Jo rdan  proc la imed h im your  be loved  Son  and
ano inted  h im wi th  the  Holy  Sp i r i t :  G rant  that  a l l  who
are  bapt i zed  in to  h i s  Name may  keep  the  covenant
they  have  made ,  and  bo ld ly  confess  h im as  Lord  and
Sav io r ;  who wi th  you  and  the  Holy  Sp i r i t  l i ves  and
re igns ,  one  God ,  in  g lo ry  ever las t ing .  Amen .

JANUARY 14TH
Almighty  God ,  whose  Son  our  Sav io r  Jesus  Chr i s t  i s  the
l ight  o f  the  wor ld :  G rant  that  your  people ,  i l lumined
by  your  Word  and  Sacraments ,  may  sh ine  wi th  the
rad iance  o f  Chr i s t ' s  g lo ry ,  that  he  may  be  known,
worsh ipped ,  and  obeyed  to  the  ends  o f  the  ear th ;
th rough Jesus  Chr i s t  our  Lord ,  who wi th  you  and  the
Holy  Sp i r i t  l i ves  and  re igns ,  one  God ,  now and  fo r
ever .  Amen.

1  SAMUEL 3 :1-10(11-20)
1  CORINTHIANS 6 :12-20
JOHN 1 :43-51
PSALM 139:1-5 ,  12-17

JANUARY 21ST
Give  us  g race ,  O  Lord ,  to  answer  read i ly  the  ca l l  o f
our  Sav io r  Jesus  Chr i s t  and  proc la im to  a l l  people  the
Good News  o f  h i s  sa lva t ion ,  that  we  and  the  whole
wor ld  may  perce ive  the  g lo ry  o f  h i s  marve lous  works ;
who l i ves  and  re igns  wi th  you  and  the  Holy  Sp i r i t ,
one  God ,  fo r  ever  and  ever .  Amen.

JONAH 3 :1-5 ,  10
1  CORINTHIANS 7 :29-31
MARK 1 :14-20
PSALM 62:6-14

JANUARY 28TH
DEUTERONOMY 18:15-20
1 CORINTHIANS 8 :1-13
MARK 1 :21-28
PSALM 111

Almighty  and  ever las t ing  God ,  you  govern  a l l  th ings
both  in  heaven  and  on  ear th :  Merc i fu l l y  hear  the
suppl i ca t ions  o f  your  people ,  and  in  our  t ime grant
us  your  peace ;  th rough  Jesus  Chr i s t  our  Lord ,  who
l ives  and  re igns  wi th  you  and  the  Holy  Sp i r i t ,  one
God ,  fo r  ever  and  ever .  Amen .

Wednesday n ight  b ib le  s tudy begins January  10th  at  5 :30PM at  the
Br idgeport  Panera .  Each week we wi l l  d iscuss the meaning of  Epiphany
though the lens of  our  upcoming lect ionary  readings.

https://lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Advent/BAdv1_RCL.html#ot1
https://lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Advent/BAdv1_RCL.html#ot1
https://lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Advent/BAdv1_RCL.html#ot1
https://lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Advent/BAdv1_RCL.html#ot1
https://lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Epiphany/BEpi2_RCL.html#ot1
https://lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Epiphany/BEpi2_RCL.html#nt1
https://lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Epiphany/BEpi2_RCL.html#gsp1
https://lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Epiphany/BEpi2_RCL.html#ps1
https://lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Epiphany/BEpi3_RCL.html#ot1
https://lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Epiphany/BEpi3_RCL.html#nt1
https://lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Epiphany/BEpi3_RCL.html#gsp1
https://lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Epiphany/BEpi3_RCL.html#ps1
https://lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Epiphany/BEpi4_RCL.html#ot1
https://lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Epiphany/BEpi4_RCL.html#nt1
https://lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Epiphany/BEpi4_RCL.html#gsp1
https://lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Epiphany/BEpi4_RCL.html#ps1
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A GIFT FOR CHRIS
By:  Chuck  Cr i t ch f ie ld  –  Sen ior  Warden

  We  wanted  to  update  the  Par i sh  about  the  g i f t
g iven  to  Chr i s  dur ing  h i s  recept ion  a f te r  the
ord inat ion  se rv ice  on  December  21 .  Events  have
moved  qu ick ly  and  not  everyone  was  aware  o f  the
g i f t .   
  As  p lann ing  fo r  the  recept ion  got  underway ,  i t
was  ev ident  that  there  were  not  enough funds  le f t
in  the  Par i sh  L i fe  Commit tee  budget  to  fund  the
recept ion .  Par i sh  L i fe  sent  out  an  appea l  ea r l ie r
th i s  month  fo r  donat ions  to  he lp  fund  the
recept ion .  The  Par i sh  response  was  overwhelming .   
The  amount  donated  exceeded  the  cos t  o f  the
recept ion  by  over  $500 .  As  a  resu l t ,  the  Ves t ry
voted  to  g ive  to  Father  Chr i s ,  a  cash  purse  o f
$500 as  a  g i f t .    I  had  the  p leasure  o f  g iv ing  h im
that  g i f t  on  beha l f  o f  the  Ves t ry  and  the  Par i sh
the  n ight  o f  the  recept ion .  
  Some par i sh ioners ,  who may  not  have  had  a
chance  to  donate  to  the  recept ion ,  have  expressed
a  des i re  to  g ive  Chr i s  an  add i t iona l  g i f t .  Our
t rad i t ion  in  these  occas ions  has  been  to  g ive  a
g i f t  that  the  par i sh  p r ies t  can  you  use  in  h i s  o r
her  min i s t ry .  And  the  Ves t ry  wi l l  ta lk  wi th  Chr i s  to
get  an  idea  o f  what  may  be  use fu l  to  h im go ing
forward .
  Anyone ,  par i sh ioner  o r  not ,  who would  l i ke  to  

make  a  donat ion  can  do  so  dur ing  January .
Checks  can  be  p laced  in  the  p la te ,  o r  sent  to  the
of f i ce .  P lease  make  a  nota t ion  that  the  check  i s
fo r  Chr i s ’  G i f t .
 F ina l ly ,  the  o f fe r ing  that  was  made  a t  the
ord inat ion  se rv ice  wi l l  be  depos i ted  in  Chr i s ’
D i sc re t ionary  Fund ,  fo r  h i s  use  as  he  sees  f i t  in
min is te r ing  to  the  congregat ion  and  the
communi ty .  I f  you  have  any  quest ions ,  p lease  le t
me know.

Chuck  Cr i t ch f ie ld  hand ing  Rev .  Chr i s  Scot t
h i s  g i f t  a f te r  the  ord inat ion  serv i ce .

Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Year!

By:  Chuck  Cr i t ch f ie ld  -  Sen ior  Warden
  The  o rd inat ion  o f  a  p r ies t  i s  a  mov ing  and
beaut i fu l  se rv ice  in  the  Ep iscopa l  Church .   
A l though the  spoken  words  a re  beaut i fu l ,  mov ing ,
and  insp i ra t iona l ,  the  “phys ica l ”  par t s  o f  the
serv ice  in  which  the  cand idate  l ies  face  down on
the  f loor  and  the  lay ing  on  o f  hands  dur ing  the
consecra t ion  a re  even  more  emot iona l  and
meaningfu l  to  me .  I  had  the  p r iv i lege  o f  be ing
inv i ted  to  par t i c ipate  in  the  wonder fu l  se rv ice  o f
December  21 .  Now,  suppor t ing  our  p r ies t - in -
charge ,  le t ’ s  go  fo r th  wi th  the  miss ion  o f  the
par i sh .  
  Thank  you  to  the  par i sh ioners  and  the  Par i sh
L i fe  Commit tee  who worked  beh ind  the  scenes  to
get  the  church  campus  ready  fo r  the  ce remony  and
the  recept ion  which  fo l lowed .  A  lo t  o f  work  went
in to  get t ing  th ings  ready  fo r  the  v i s i t ing  c le rgy ,
gues ts  and  par i sh ioners  to  ce lebra te  th i s  joyous
occas ion .
 Thank  you  to  Suzanne  Wi l son  who has  se rved  as
the  Treasurer  fo r  our  Par i sh  fo r  over  ten  years .
She  has  he lped  wi th  the  par i sh  f inances  and

prov ided  adv ice  to  over  a  dozen  ves t r ies .   
Mar i sa  R ichardson  has  s tepped  up  and  has  been
appointed  by  the  cur rent  ves t ry  as  T reasurer .   
She  i s  work ing  wi th  Beth  Ann  to  lea rn  the  dut ies
o f  the  pos i t ion .
  We re ly  on  our  Par i sh  commit tees  to  he lp  the
pr ies t - in -charge  wi th  the  miss ion  o f  the  church .   
The  Ves t ry  and  Father  Chr i s  have  es tab l i shed
the  commit tees  fo r  2024 .  Chr i s  w i l l  be  reach ing
out  to  the  cha i r s  to  beg in  the  work  fo r  2024 .   I
ask  each  par i sh ioner  to  cons ider  how they  can
par t i c ipate  in  the  l i fe  o f  the  church  by
par t i c ipat ing  on  one  or  more  o f  the  commit tees .
F inance  and  Stewardsh ip  Commit tee
Bui ld ing  and  Grounds  Commit tee
Par i sh  L i fe
Out reach
Worsh ip/A l ta r  Gu i ld
Chr i s t ian  Educat ion
Long Range  P lann ing
Gi f t /Memor ia l s
Communicat ions
  Lent  comes  ear ly  th i s  year .  February  14  to  be
exact .  Th i s  means  Shrove  Tuesday  i s  jus t  seven
weeks  away!  
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Lector List for January
 1/7 - Lukas Thompson-Moore

1/14 - Chuck Critchfield
1/21 - Jenn Hertz

1/28 - Ira Richardson
 

Father Chris’

 Contact Information
Father Chris would love

 to connect with you! If you ever need to
reach out to him, call or text him at
 (304)646-9597 or email him at

christo.scott@gmail.com

Church E-mail List
Are you getting email correspondences from

Christ Episcopal Church or 
St. Barnabas Chapel? 

If you’re not, we need your email address!
Please send us an email at
christchurch1853@aol.com

Office phone: 

 304-622-3694 

Our Website: 

www.christchurchclarksburg.com

WV Diocese Website: 

www.wvdiocese.org 
Addresses:

Christ Church: 123 S 6th St., Clarksburg
St. Barnabas: 745 Hall St., Bridgeport

Backpack Blessings
Week 1 Week 2

Week 3 Week 4

Delivery Driver
-Jan. 11- 

Dick Clovis

Delivery Driver
-Jan. 18- 

Beth Sickles

Delivery Driver
-Jan. 25- 

Beth Sickles

Delivery Driver
-Feb. 1- 

NEED VOLLUNTEER

In  mid-December ,  Mar i l yn  B lake  rece ived  a
request  f rom a  f r iend  to  he lp  a  person  new to
the  a rea :   a  female  vete ran  wi th  a  d i sab i l i t y
who i s  p lann ing  to  t ra in  se rv ice  dogs .   She  had
obta ined  an  apar tment  and  a  bed .  She  needed
almost  every th ing  e l se .   Mar i l yn  vo lunteered  to
gather  c lean ing  and  household  suppl ies .   She
contac ted  6  lad ies  o f  the  par i sh .   By  that
weekend ,  they  had  donated  $90+  o f  va r ious
c leaners ,  paper  p roducts ,  a  bucket ,  e tc .   Many
thanks  to  those  who made  someone ' s  Chr i s tmas
br ighter  and  sh in ie r !

 A  member  o f  the  church  has  reached  out
ask ing  i f  anyone  would  have  a  usab le  computer
(p re fe rab ly  not  APPLE) .  S low i s  not  a  p rob lem.
I f  you  a re  ab le  o r  wi l l ing  to  he lp  out ,  p lease
contac t  the  par i sh  admin is t ra to r .   

NEEDS AND CONCERNS
FROM THE PARISH


