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A Journey wi th  the
Apost les  by NT Wright .   
You can purchase a
hard copy on Amazon
for  $15.39  or  a  Kindle
copy for  $5 .99 .   We wi l l
cont inue to  meet  on
Wednesdays at  5 :30  pm
at  Panera ,  but  you can
also use th is  dai ly
devot ional  i f  you are
unable  to  at tend.   You
can a lso check out  the
Advent  ca lendar  created
by The Episcopal
Church that  conta ins
dai ly  devot ional
act iv i t ies  to  deepen
your  Advent  journey.   
F inal ly ,  we wi l l  cont inue
our  noonday prayer  on
Thursdays throughout
Advent .   Jo in  us for  a
t ime of  prayer  and a
l ight  lunch.  Wai t ,  pray,
and worship  th is  Advent
season,  and we awai t
the  coming of  the  Chr ist
chi ld!   I  leave you wi th
th is  beaut i fu l  Advent
prayer :    
Lord Jesus,Master  of
both the l ight  and the
darkness,  
send your  Holy  Spir i t
upon our  preparat ions
for  Chr istmas.
We who have so much
to do seek quiet  spaces
to hear  your  voice  

THE GOSPEL
GAZETTE
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Dear  brothers  and
sisters  in  Chr ist ,
 B lessings in  the  name
of  the  Chr ist  chi ld  who
is  coming into  the
wor ld!  In  the  season of
Advent ,  we learn to
slow down and wai t .  We
join  wi th  our  forebears
in  fa i th  in  ages past
who yearned and wai ted
for  the  coming Messiah.
What  a  s t range t ime to
be to ld  to  “s low down
and wai t !”  In  a  fast -
paced season marked
by the rush of
Chr istmas par t ies ,  last
minute  shopping,  and
constant  busy-ness,  our
fa i th  te l ls  us  to  “s low
down.”  In  an era  of  fast
food,  Amazon’s  “next
day shipping,”  we are
cal led to  ca lm our
rest less hear ts  and to
wai t  pat ient ly  for  the
coming k ing.  We as 21st
century  people  are  not
accustomed to  long
wai ts .  Yet  even in  such
a fast  moving wor ld ,  we
wi l l  wai t  on average:43
days “on hold”  on the
phone,  four  months at
red l ights ,  and two
years  wai t ing in  l ine!  
  The Advent  season
cal ls  us to  a  d i f ferent
k ind of  wai t ing.  We are  

ca l led not  to  wai t
impat ient ly  or
anxiously ,  but  a  ca lm
and reverent
wai t ing. Isa iah 40:31
te l ls  us  that ,  “ those
who wai t  on the Lord
Shal l  renew thei r
st rength;  They shal l
mount  up wi th  wings
l ike  eagles,  They shal l
run and not  be  weary ,
They shal l  walk  and not
fa int .”Psalm 27:14 we
hear ,  “Wai t  for  the
Lord;  be  st rong and
take hear t  and wai t  for
the Lord.”  This  type of
wai t ing is  centered in
prayer .  As Jesus’
d isc ip les  wai ted in
Jerusalem,  the i r  whole
l ives were  anchored in
prayer  (Acts  2:14) .  In
the same way,  we are
cal led to  pract ice  th is
type of  wai t ing and
prayer  in  the  season of
Advent .  
 How wi l l  you “wai t”
th is  Advent  season? I
encourage you to  make
space in  your  l ives for
dai ly  prayer  and
Scr ipture  reading
dur ing th is  Advent  t ime.
Some possib i l i t ies
include our  Advent
devot ional  ser ies ,
Advent  for  Everyone:  

each day.
We who are  anxious
over  many th ings look
forward to  your  coming
among us.
We who are  b lessed in
so many ways long for
the complete  joy  of  your
k ingdom.
We whose hearts  are
heavy seek the joy  of
your  presence.
We are  your  people ,
walk ing in  darkness,  yet
seeking the l ight .
      To you we say,
‘Come Lord Jesus! ’   
Amen.
-Henr i  J .M.  Nouwen
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 LAST MONTH’S EVENTS
ALL SAINTS DAY SERVICE

 AT CHRIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

 BISHOP COWDEN’S
 VISITATION AND CONFIRMATION

PHOTOS SUBMITTED BY DEACON CHRIS  & PAM CRITCHFIELD

Nancy  Cot ten  l ight ing  the  candles  fo r  A l l  Sa in ts  Day . Candles  were  l i t  on  A l l  Sa in ts  Day  to  remember
those  who have  passed .

B i shop  Mat thew Cowden pres ides  
over  Holy  Communion .

“B i shop  Su l ly ”  poses  fo r  camera
a longs ide  B i shop  Mat thew

Cowden .

(L -R )  Zeke  Nelsons ,  Ly le  B lake ,  Emery  Sykes ,  K in ley  Sykes ,  and  Lucas
Thompson-Moore  rece ived  the i r  conf i rmat ions  and  recept ions  dur ing

the  B i shop ’ s  v i s i t .

Cake  in  honor  o f  those
who were  conf i rmed

dur ing  the  B i shop ’ s  v i s i t .

B i shop  Mat thew Cowden
speak ing  a t  the  Sunday  se rv ice .
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 UPCOMING EVENTS

DECEMBER 10 

 Annua l  Par ish  Meet ing  
immedia te ly  fo l low ing  

the  10 :00  AM serv ice  a t
 Chr is t  Ep iscopa l  Church

Th i s  w i l l  be  a  combined  se rv i ce  fo r
Chr i s t  Ep i s copa l  Church  and

 S t .  Ba rnabas  Chape l

Compl ine  -  5 :30  PM at  
S t .  Barnabas  Chapel

DECEMBER 17

Chr i s tmas  Caro l ing  fo l lowed
 by  re f reshments  and  Compl ine  -
 4 :30  PM at  S t .  Barnabas  Chapel

DECEMBER 21 

Deacon  Chr i s topher ’ s  o rd inat ion  
a t  Chr i s t  Ep i scopa l  Church  

a t  6 :00  PM

NO NOONDAY PRAYERS

DECEMBER 24

Chr i s tmas  Eve  Euchar i s t  -  5 :30  PM
at  S t .  Barnabas  Chapel

DECEMBER 31

Lessons  and  Caro ls  -
 10 :00  AM at  

Chr i s t  Ep i scopa l  Church

Compl ine  -  5 :30  a t  
S t .  Barnabas  Chapel

NOONDAY PRAYERS

PHOTOS SUBMITTED BY DEACON CHRIS

Deacon  Chr i s  tak ing  a  se l f ie  wi th  a l l  who a t tended
Noonday  Prayer .  (Backrow L-R )  

K i t ty  C lov i s ,  Laura  Gof f  Dav i s ,  B i l l  Sav ie rs ,  Karen
Tate ,  K ipp  Mar t in ,  La r ry  Ros insky ,  

Debb ie  Bergs t rom

Fel low members  awai t ing  Noonday  Prayer  se rv ice .

S ign  fo r  Noonday  Prayer  se rv ice  outs ide  
o f  the  church .



    SUNDAY       MONDAY      TUESDAY      WEDNESDAY      THURSDAY      FR IDAY       SATURDAY

LEGEND

4  T U R N
Read  I sa iah  58 .
How does  th i s
read ing
cha l lenge  you
to  th ink  about
feas ts  and
fes t iva l s
d i f fe rent ly?
How might  th i s
lesson  change
the  way  you
ce lebra te  o r
recogn ize  th i s
ho ly  season?

1 8  T U RN
Do you  have
amends  o r
apolog ies  o r
ad jus tments
you  need  to
make?  Ask  God
to  open  your
hear t  and  mind
to  those
oppor tun i t ies
fo r
reconc i l i a t ion
and  growth .
Thank  God  fo r
the  g i f t s  o f
mercy  and  love ,
and  the
courage  to
make  the
changes
necessary .  And
then  do  your
bes t ,  w i th
God ’ s  he lp ,  to
make  those
changes .

SUNDAY
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3  W O R S H I P
A D V E N T  1

Read
Luke  21 :25-
36 .How do  the
symbols  o f  the
Advent  season
help  you
unders tand
the  s to ry  o f
Jesus?  Where  do
you  see  them in
your  worsh ip
today?

5  L E AR N
Read  Mat thew
4 :18-22 .  How do
these  verses
f rom Mat thew
insp i re  you  to
read  Sc r ip ture
wi th  new eyes?
Try  read ing
severa l  d i f fe rent
t rans la t ions  o f
th i s  passage .
See  how the
language  might
change  your
read ing  o f  i t .  

6  P RA Y
Pray  a long  wi th  the
Col lec t  fo r  Advent
1 ,  found  on  page
211 o f  The  Book  o f
Common Prayer .  Se t
a  t imer  fo r  th ree
minutes  to  s i t  in
s i lence  and  hear
what  God  might  be
say ing  back  to  you .

Ca l l  o r  wr i te  a
le t te r  to  a  fami ly
member  wi th  whom
you would  l i ke  to
have  a  c loser
re la t ionsh ip .  Make
plans  in  the  new
year  to  chat  on  the
phone  or  meet  over
Zoom or  in  person .
Let  them know how
much you  love
them and  look
forward  to  knowing
them bet te r

7  B L E S S 8  G O
Read  or  watch
your  loca l
news .  Ask  God
to  open  your
hear t  and
eyes  to  ways
you  can
promote
reconc i l i a t ion
and  hea l ing  
in  your
communi ty .

9  R EST
Spend a t  leas t  45
minutes  outs ide
today ,  w i thout
do ing  yard  work  o r
f ix ing  l ights  o r
redo ing  bows  on  the
gar land .  Take  some
t ime to  jus t  s i t
outs ide  and  le t  the
a i r  wash  over  you ,
tak ing  away  the
s t ress  and  wor ry  o f
the  moment .  Read
Psa lm 100  before
and  a f te r  your
outs ide  t ime .  See
how th i s  psa lm may
help  you  res t  and
recharge  your  sp i r i t .

1 0  W O R S H I P  
A D V E N T  2

Read  Luke  3 :1-6 .
How does  the
s tory  o f  John  the
Bapt i s t  f i l l  your
hear t  w i th  hope?

1 1  T U RN
Turn  away  f rom
the  busyness  o f
the  wor ld  r ight
now.  Turn  your
hear t  and  mind
toward  g iv ing
thanks  fo r  th i s
t ime o f
re f lec t ion ,
re f reshment ,
and  renewal .

12  L E AR N 13  PR AY 14  B L ESS 15  G O 16  R ES T
Read  Luke  1 :45 .
Share  your  fa i th
s tory  wi th  one
new person  th i s
week .  I t  can  be
someone  you
have  known fo r
a  whi le  who has
not  heard  the
fa i th  par t  o f
your  s to ry .

P ray  a long  wi th  the
Col lec t  fo r  Advent
2 ,  found  on  page
211 o f  The  Book  o f
Common Prayer .  As
you  a re  out  and
about  fo r  the  res t
o f  th i s  week ,  not i ce
the  people  you
pass .  Ask  God  to
b less  them in  the i r
l i ves  and  work .  See
how th i s  changes
the  way  you  go
about  your  week .

Spend  a  s ign i f i cant
amount  o f  t ime
today  d i scern ing  i f
there  i s  a  spec ia l
b less ing  o r  g i f t  you
can  share  wi th  your
church ,  a  loca l
min i s t ry ,  o r  w i th
your  communi ty .
Ask  God  to  insp i re
and  equ ip  you  wi th
the  fo r t i tude  and
tools  to  make  th i s
g i f t  someth ing  t ru ly
memorable  and
hear t fe l t .

Go  out  o f  your
way  to  have  a
conversa t ion
wi th  someone
you  might  not
normal ly  v i s i t
wi th  today .
Ask  God  to
open  your
hear t  to  hear
th i s  person  as
God does

Put  your  phone  on
a i rp lane  mode  and
leave  i t  in  a  d resser
drawer  fo r  an  hour
or  two .  Whatever
happens  in  that
t ime ,  you  can
handle  la te r .  G ive
th i s  t ime  to
yourse l f  and  Jesus ,
to  res t  and  recharge
for  the  week  ahead .

1 7  W O R S H I P  
A D V E N T  3  

Imag ine  the  faces
you ’d  l i ke  to  see
at  church  — an
a l l - s ta r  l i s t  o f
fo lks  you  want  to
worsh ip  wi th .
Th is  cou ld  be
people  you  know
from summer
camp when you
were  a  k id ,
people  who might
have  a l ready
d ied ,  people  you
work  wi th  — a l l
your  favor i tes .
Commit  to  p ray
for  those  fo lks
th i s  week .  And
make  a
commitment  to
ask  one  o f  your
a l l - s ta rs  to  come
to  church  wi th
you  in  the  next
month .

19  L E AR N
Read  Luke  1 :59-
80 .  When
Zechar iah ’ s
speech  re turns ,
he  p ra i ses  God .
I f  you  los t  the
power  to  speak
for  n ine  months
l ike  Zechar iah
d id ,  what  would
be  your  f i r s t
word  o f  p ra i se?
Share  th i s  w i th
your  fami ly ,
f r iends ,  and  on
soc ia l  media .

2 0  P RA Y
Pray  a long  wi th  the
Col lec t  fo r  Advent
3 ,  found  on  page
212 in  The  Book  o f
Common Prayer .
How wi l l  p rayer
gu ide  you  th rough
the  res t  o f  the
week?  Set  as ide
spec ia l  t ime  today
to  focus  your
in tent ions  on
s t i r r ing  up  peace
and  spread ing  joy .

21  B L ESS
We know that
angels  a re  God ’ s
spec ia l  messengers
to  us ,  and  that
Gabr ie l  spent
in tent iona l  t ime
wi th  Mary ,  he lp ing
her  to  unders tand
her  par t  in  God ’ s
s to ry .  Who has
shared  an  impor tant
lesson  or  the i r
p resence  wi th  you
th i s  week?  Thank
them today  wi th  a
ca l l  o r  note .

22  GO
Go out  in to
your
ne ighborhood
today .  Where
i s  God  a t
work?  Ask  God
to  show you
how you  can
ce lebra te  that
good  work  and
name God ’ s
presence  in
your
communi ty .

23  R EST
Set  as ide  30
minutes  to  spend  in
s i lence  wi th  your
bes t  f r iend  today .
Sure ,  i t  may  fee l  a
l i t t le  we i rd  to  be
s i lent  on  the  phone
or  whi le  s i t t ing
next  to  each  o ther
on  the  couch  or
ac ross  the  tab le .
Jus t  g ive  i t  a  t ry .
Make  sure  to  se t
as ide  t ime a f te r
your  s i lence  to  p ray
for  each  o ther  and
to  say  thanks  fo r
the  t ime o f  res t .

2 4  R ES T  A D V EN T  4  
The  convent iona l  wisdom i s  that  new parents
should  res t  when the  baby  i s  res t ing .  Make  sure  you
take  some t ime out  to  res t  w i th  Baby  Jesus  — and
marve l  in  the  wonder  o f  a  f resh ,  new,  c lean ,  sh iny ,
t iny ,  p rec ious  s ta r t .  Take  a  nap  and  thank  God  fo r
the  g i f t  o f  Jesus  and  fo r  peace  a t  Chr i s tmas .
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4th  Sunday  o f  Advent
10:00  AM 

Holy  Euchar i s t
5:30  PM  Chr i s tmas  Eve

Euchar i s t
7:00  PM  AA  Meet ing

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY

10:00  AM
 P rayer
Group

5:30  PM
 Advent  B ib le

 S tudy  a t  Panera
7:30  PM  A l -Anon

12:10  PM  
Noonday  Prayers

10:30  AM  
B ib le  S tudy  Group
7:00  PM  AA  Group

5 CALENDAR

1s t  Sunday  o f  Advent
10:00  AM  L i tu rgy…
Presanct i f ied  G i f t s  
5:30  PM  L i tu rgy…
Presanct i f ied  G i f t s

7:00  PM AA Meet ing

3

2nd  Sunday  o f  Advent
10:00  AM  L i tu rgy…

Presanct i f ied  G i f t s   
5:30  PM  L i tu rgy…
Presanct i f ied  G i f t s

6:30  PM  
2nd  Sunday  Supper  

7:00  PM  AA  Meet ing  

10

3rd  Sunday  o f  Advent
10:00  AM  L i tu rgy…
Presanct i f ied  G i f t s
5:30  PM  L i tu rgy…
Presanct i f ied  G i f t s

7:00  PM  AA  Meet ing

17

24

1st  Sunday
 Af te r  Chr i s tmas

10:00  AM
 Lessons  and  Caro ls

5:30  PM  
Compl ine

7:00  PM  AA  Meet ing

31

 Deacon  Chr i s  p lans  to  work  in  the  Br idgepor t  a rea  on  Tuesday  morn ings ,
 e i ther  in  the  S t .  Barnabas  o f f i ce  o r  out  in  the  communi ty .

4 5

1 2

6 7 8 9

11 12 13 14 15 16

18 19 20 21 22 23

25 26 27 28 29 30

LEGEND
CHRIST  EP ISCOPAL CHURCH
ST.  BARNABAS CHAPEL

 MEETING OUTSIDE  OF  CHURCH

6:00  PM  
Ves t ry

5:30  PM
 PEO

10:00  AM
 P rayer
Group

5:30  PM
 Advent  B ib le  

S tudy  a t  Panera
7:30  PM  A l -Anon

12:10  PM  
Noonday  Prayer ﻿s

10:30  AM  
B ib le  S tudy  Group
7:00  PM  AA  Group

7:00  PM  AA  Group

10:30  AM
 B ib le  S tudy  Group
 Chr i s ’ s  Ord ina t ion
Serv i ce  -  6 :00  PM
7:00  PM  AA  Group

10:00  AM
 P rayer
Group

5:30  PM
 Advent  B ib le

 S tudy  a t  Panera
7:30  PM  A l -Anon

7:30  PM  A l -AnonChr i s tmas
Day

CEC o f f i ce
i s

c losed .



DEC .  2023  |  VOL .  16 READINGS AND COLLECTS

DECEMBER 3RD

ISA IAH 64 :1-9
1  CORINTHIANS 1 :3-9
MARK 13:24-37
PSALM 80:1-7 ,  16-18

Almighty  God ,  g ive  us  g race  to  cas t  away  the  works  o f
darkness ,  and  put  on  the  a rmor  o f  l ight ,  now in  the

t ime o f  th i s  mor ta l  l i fe  in  which  your  Son  Jesus  Chr i s t
came to  v i s i t  us  in  g reat  humi l i t y ;  that  in  the  las t

day ,  when he  sha l l  come aga in  in  h i s  g lo r ious  majes ty
to  judge  both  the  l i v ing  and  the  dead ,  we  may  r i se

 to  the  l i fe  immorta l ;  th rough  h im who l i ves
 and  re igns  wi th  you  and  the  Holy  Sp i r i t ,  one  God ,

now and  fo r  ever .  Amen.

DECEMBER 10TH
Merc i fu l  God ,  who sent  your  messengers  the  p rophets

to  p reach  repentance  and  prepare  the  way  fo r  our
sa lvat ion :  G ive  us  g race  to  heed  the i r  warn ings  and

forsake  our  s ins ,  that  we  may  greet  wi th  joy  the
coming  o f  Jesus  Chr i s t  our  Redeemer ;  who l i ves  and

re igns  wi th  you  and  the  Holy  Sp i r i t ,  one  God ,
 now and  fo r  ever .  Amen.

ISAIAH 40 :1-11
2 PETER 3 :8-15A
MARK 1 :1-8
PSALM 85:1-2 ,  8-13

DECEMBER 17TH
St i r  up  your  power ,  O  Lord ,  and  wi th  g reat  might

come among us ;  and ,  because  we  a re  sore ly  h indered
by  our  s ins ,  le t  your  bount i fu l  g race  and  mercy

speed i ly  he lp  and  de l ive r  us ;  th rough  Jesus  Chr i s t  our
Lord ,  to  whom,  wi th  you  and  the  Holy  Sp i r i t ,  be  honor

and  g lo ry ,  now and  fo r  ever .  Amen .

ISA IAH 61 :1-4 ,  8-11
1  THESSALONIANS 5 :16-24
JOHN 1 :6-8 ,19-28
PSALM 126

DECEMBER 24TH
Pur i fy  our  consc ience ,  A lmighty  God ,  by  your  da i l y

v i s i ta t ion ,  that  your  Son  Jesus  Chr i s t ,  a t  h i s  coming ,
may  f ind  in  us  a  mans ion  prepared  fo r  h imse l f ;  who
l ives  and  re igns  wi th  you ,  in  the  un i ty  o f  the  Holy

Sp i r i t ,  one  God ,  now and  fo r  ever .  Amen.

2  SAMUEL 7 :1-11 ,  16
ROMANS 16:25-27
LUKE 1 :26-38
 PSALM 89:1-4 ,  19-26

DECEMBER 31ST
Almighty  God ,  you  have  poured  upon  us  the  new l ight

o f  your  incarnate  Word :  Grant  that  th i s  l ight ,
enk ind led  in  our  hear t s ,  may  sh ine  fo r th  in  our  l i ves ;
th rough Jesus  Chr i s t  our  Lord ,  who l i ves  and  re igns
wi th  you ,  in  the  un i ty  o f  the  Holy  Sp i r i t ,  one  God ,

now and  fo r  ever .  Amen.

ISAIAH 61 :10-62:3
GALATIANS 3 :23-25;  4 :4-7
JOHN 1 :1-18
PSALM 147 OR 147:13-21

https://lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Advent/BAdv1_RCL.html#ot1
https://lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Advent/BAdv1_RCL.html#nt1
https://lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Advent/BAdv1_RCL.html#nt1
https://lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Advent/BAdv1_RCL.html#gsp1
https://lectionarypage.net/YearB_RCL/Advent/BAdv1_RCL.html#ps1
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Advent  i s  a  season o f  p repara t ion  and an t ic ipa t ion  fo r  the  b i r th  o f  Jesus  Chr is t .
I t  i s  a  t ime to  re f lec t  on  the  hope,  peace,  joy ,  and love  tha t  Chr is t  b r ings  to
the  wor ld .  Here  are  some Advent  p rayers  to  add to  your  persona l  devot ions
dur ing  the  Advent  season:
Prayer  for  Hope:  “Lov ing  God,  as  we l igh t  the  f i rs t  Advent  cand le  o f  hope,  we
ask  fo r  your  p resence to  f i l l  our  hear ts  and homes.  May the  hope o f  Chr is t ’ s
coming br ing  l igh t  to  our  darkness  and renew our  sp i r i t s .  In  Jesus ’  name,  we
pray .  Amen.”
Prayer  for  Peace:  “God o f  peace,  as  we l igh t  the  second Advent  cand le  o f
peace,  may your  peace f i l l  our  hear ts  and our  wor ld .  He lp  us  to  be  peacemakers
in  our  re la t ionsh ips  and communi t ies .  In  Jesus ’  name,  we pray .  Amen.”

Prayer  for  Joy:  “Grac ious  God,  as  we l igh t  the  th i rd  Advent  cand le  o f  joy ,  may
the  joy  o f  your  sa lva t ion  f i l l  us  w i th  g ladness .  He lp  us  to  share  th is  joy  w i th
o thers ,  espec ia l l y  those in  need.  In  Jesus ’  name,  we pray .  Amen.”

Prayer  for  Love:  “Heaven ly  Fa ther .  as  we l igh t  the  four th  Advent  cand le  o f  love ,
may you love  insp i re  us  to  love  one another  as  you have loved us .  Le t  your  love
gu ide  our  ac t ions  and words .  In  Jesus ’  name,  we pray .  Amen.”

May these prayers  he lp  you prepare  your  hear t  and mind  to  ce lebra te  the  b i r th  o f
Jesus  Chr is t .  Have a  b lessed Advent  season!

SUBMITTED BY NANCY COTTEN

COLLECTS AND SCRIPTURES FOR CHRISTMAS DAY

ISA IAH 9 :2-7
TITUS  2 :11-14
LUKE 2 :1-14(15-20)
PSALM 96

O God,  you make us  g lad  by  the  year ly  fes t i va l  o f  the  b i r th  o f  your
on ly  Son Jesus  Chr is t :  Grant  tha t  we,  who joy fu l l y  rece ive  h im as

our  Redeemer ,  may w i th  sure  conf idence beho ld  h im when he
comes to  be  our  Judge;  who l i ves  and re igns  w i th  you and the

Holy  Sp i r i t ,  one God,  now and fo r  ever .  Amen.

ISA IAH 62 :6-12
TITUS  3 :4-7
LUKE 2 : (1-7)8-20
PSALM 97

O God,  you have caused th is  ho ly  n igh t  to  sh ine  w i th  the
br igh tness  o f  the  t rue  L igh t :  Grant  tha t  we,  who have known the
mystery  o f  tha t  L igh t  on  ear th ,  may a lso  en joy  h im per fec t l y  in

heaven;  where  w i th  you and the  Ho ly  Sp i r i t  he  l i ves  and re igns ,
one God,  in  g lo ry  ever las t ing .  Amen.

ISA IAH 52 :7-10
HEBREWS 1 :1-4 , (5-12)
JOHN 1 :1-14
PSALM 98

Almighty  God,  you have g iven your  on ly -begot ten  Son to  take  our
nature  upon h im,  and to  be  born  [ th is  day ]  o f  a  pure  v i rg in :  Grant

tha t  we,  who have been born  aga in  and made your  ch i ld ren  by
adopt ion  and grace,  may da i l y  be  renewed by  your  Ho ly  Sp i r i t ;
th rough our  Lord  Jesus  Chr is t ,  to  whom wi th  you and the  same

Spi r i t  be  honor  and g lo ry ,  now and fo r  ever .  Amen.

https://lectionarypage.net/YearABC_RCL/Christmas/ChrsDay1_RCL.html#Ot1
https://lectionarypage.net/YearABC_RCL/Christmas/ChrsDay1_RCL.html#Nt1
https://lectionarypage.net/YearABC_RCL/Christmas/ChrsDay1_RCL.html#Gsp1
https://lectionarypage.net/YearABC_RCL/Christmas/ChrsDay1_RCL.html#Ps1


TUESDAY NEWSDAY ATTENTION ALL LOVELY
COFFEE HOUR PEOPLE

I f  you enjoy Cof fee  Hour ,  p lease consider
s igning up for  a  Sunday!  The s ign-up sheet  is
on the ref r igerator .  "Store  bought"  cookies
are  wonderfu l !  Some f ru i t  or  a  cheese t ray  are
nice ,  however ,  not  required.
Thank you so much for  of fer ing to  share .

SUBMITTED BY JODY MORSE
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BY SANDY WEBB
   “Shock and Awe” is  not  a  good strategy for  church
communicat ions.
   Some church t radi t ions have a  custom of  announcing
staf f  t ransi t ions and other  t imely  informat ion dur ing
Sunday morning worship .  I  understand the logic:
Everyone is  together ,  and everyone gets  the  same
informat ion at  the  same t ime.  But ,  there  are  more
pastora l  and ef fect ive  ways to  share  breaking news.
   Any surpr ise  announcement  wi l l  evoke a  d iverse set
of  responses:  Some people  wi l l  be  d isappointed by the
news whi le  others  wi l l  be  p leased by i t .  Some people
wi l l  be  anxious about  the  future  whi le  others  wi l l  be
exci ted about  new adventures.  Each person needs
space to  process her  own emot ions,  and each needs an
appropr iate  out le t  for  her  emot ions.  Sunday morning
worship  of fers  nei ther .
   I  much prefer  the  “Tuesday Newsday” approach:
Announce momentous news on a  Tuesday,  g ive  people
t ime to  work through the shock,  take counsel  as  they
wish,  and then re-gather  as  a  community  the  fo l lowing
Sunday.
Here ’s  the  three-step process that  we recent ly  used to
handle  a  “Tuesday Newsday” announcement  in  our
par ish:
1 .  Staf f  Meet ing –  When the par ish staf f  gathered for
i ts  weekly  meet ing,  I  inv i ted a  member  of  our  team to
te l l  her  col leagues that  she was leaving to  pursue
another  opportuni ty .  Put t ing our  fa i th  in  the  t rust  of
the team,  we asked the staf f  to  hold  the informat ion
conf ident ia l  unt i l  a  publ ic  announcement  was made.
2 .  Specia l  Not ices –  Af ter  s taf f  meet ing,  I  sent  an e-
mai l  to  the  vestry  le t t ing them know in  advance that  a
staf f  t ransi t ion was about  to  be announced.  At  the
same t ime,  the  depart ing staf f  member  ca l led a  smal l
l is t  of  the  par ishioners  wi th  whom she had worked
most  c losely  and who most  needed to  hear  the
informat ion d i rect ly  f rom her .
3 .  Publ ic  Announcement  –  I  sent  an e-mai l  to  the
congregat ion announcing the t ransi t ion and the date  of
an upcoming farewel l  ce lebrat ion for  our  depart ing
col league.
   We were able  to  accompl ish a l l  three of  these steps
in  about  four  hours .  We intent ional ly  l imi ted the t ime
in  which members of  the  par ish staf f  had to  hold  the
conf ident ia l  in format ion,  and we d idn’ t  ask anyone to
hold  the secret  overnight .
   As the week unfolded,  a  parade of  par ishioners  f i led
in  and out  of  the  depart ing staf f  member ’s  of f ice .  Each
person shared words of  appreciat ion and
congratu lat ions.  Many more sent  e -mai ls  and text
messages of  encouragement .
   By the t ime we gathered for  Sunday worship  –  and,
t ruthfu l ly ,  even by the t ime we gathered for  Wednesday
supper  –  the  shock had passed.  We were  able  to
support  our  f r iend,  be  sad about  her  departure ,  and
begin ant ic ipat ing what  our  next  chapter  would be.

This  ar t ic le  has been exer ted f rom www.ecfvp.org.
SUBMITTED BY MARILYN BLAKE

GOOD NEWS!
Beginning the 1st  Sunday of  January  (7 th) ,
 St .  Barnabas serv ices wi l l  s tar t  a t  8 :00AM.

SUBMITTED BY DEACON CHRIS

First ,  le t  me thank a l l  o f  the  Par ish for
support ing the var ious projects  sponsored by
the Outreach Commit tee  in  2023.    The Par ish
operates on a  bare  bones budget  and no money
is  avai lable  for  outreach projects  –  through the
budget .    This  means that  the  var ious projects
th is  year  were  made possib le  by the
generosi ty ,  g iv ing and love f rom par ishioners .
Our  la test  project ,  gather ing donat ions for
needy veterans at  the  Louis  A.  Johnson
Veterans Administ rat ion Hospi ta l  here  in
Clarksburg,  was concluded th is  past  month.    
We gathered much needed sweat  pants ,  sweat
shir ts  and to i le t r ies  for  veterans a long wi th
$420 for  the  fund that  the  VA uses to  purchase
needed suppl ies  for  veterans.   One par ishioner
fee ls  so st rongly  about  th is  program that  th is
person cont inues to  contr ibute  year - round.
The Backpack Blessing Program cont inues to
supply  snacks to  chi ldren in  the  Head Star t
program at  the  Glen Elk  s i te  and the Clarksburg
si te .    We packed for  66  chi ldren at  the  Sunday
before  Thanksgiv ing.

 -Outreach Commit tee  -
SUBMITTED BY CHUCK CRITCHFIELD

OUTREACH

ANNOUNCEMENTS
1.  Fami ly  Game Night  w i l l  be  Dec  18  f rom 5-8p ,
a l l  ages  and  sk i l l  l eve ls .  B r ing  favor i te  game or
learn  a  new one  that  I  w i l l  have  ava i lab le .
2 .  Cook ie  exchange :  las t  date  to  s ign  up  wi l l  be
Dec  10th  wi th  the  exchange  a f te r  se rv i ce  on
17th .  Number  o f  cook ies  wi l l  depend  on  how
many  par t i c ipate .  P lease  le t  Kr i s t i  Reeves
( reeveskm82@gmai l . com /  724-991-1160)
know i f  you  would  l i ke  to  jo in  in  on  the  fun .

SUBMITTED BY KRISTI  REEVES 
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Lector List for December 
12/3 - Jody Morse 
12/10 - Jenn Hertz

         12/17 - Chuck Critchfield
12/24 - Bill Saviers

    12/31 - Marilyn Blake
 

Deacon Chris’

 Contact Information
Deacon Chris would love

 to connect with you! If you ever need to
reach out to him, call or text him at
 (304)646-9597 or email him at

christo.scott@gmail.com

Church E-mail List
Are you getting email correspondences from

Christ Episcopal Church or 
St. Barnabas Chapel? 

If you’re not, we need your email address!
Please send us an email at
christchurch1853@aol.com

Office phone: 

 304-622-3694 

Our Website: 

www.christchurchclarksburg.com

WV Diocese Website: 

www.wvdiocese.org 

Backpack Blessings
Week 1 Week 2

Week 3 Week 4

Food to Church
-Nov. 30- Shopper

Pam Critchfield

-Dec. 3- Pack

Delivery Driver
-Dec. 7- 
Dick Clovis

Food to Church
-Dec. 7- Shopper

Pam Critchfield

-Dec. 10- Pack

Delivery Driver
-Dec. 14- 

Beth Sickles

Food to Church
-Dec. 14- Shopper

Beth Sickles

-Dec. 17- Pack

Delivery Driver
-Dec. 21- 

Beth Sickles

Food to Church
-Dec. 21- Shopper

Beth Sickles

-Dec. 31- Pack

Delivery Driver
-Jan. 4- 

Beth Sickles


